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0 Fish catch store for boats. 

0 A fish catch store for boats comprises an open- 
topped bag (40) that is hung from a frame (48) and 
allows water to enter through its sides. The frame 
(48) extends (5C) from a mount spigot (52) entrant a 
mount socket (20) through the top of the boat gun- 
whale (14). As a matter of choice, the spigot (52) can 
be mounted in the socket (20) with the bag (40) 
hanging outside or inside the boat 

54B 



CO 

LA 
W 



UJ 




Xerox Copy Centre 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



1 



EP 0 354 640 A2 



2 



Fish catch store for boats 



This invention relates to storing catch caught 
by fishing from a boat 

It is usual when fishing from a boat for catch to 
be stored inside the boat where it can quickly lose 
freshness even deteriorate to a maladorous state, 
especially in hot conditions. As a frequent angler 
from boats at sea, usually operating on an inshore 
basis over the continental shelf, I have long consid- 
ered the problems attaching to keeping my catch 
in good condition and have tried various ways of 
doing so, hitherto without achieving a satisfactory 
combination of effectiveness and ease of use. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an 
effective and advantageous catch storage arrange- 
ment. 

In arriving at this invention I have particularly 
considered, in fact achieved, the possibility of 
modifying the principle of a keep-net as used by 
anglers fishing from river banks but now for use 
with a boat 

Accordingly, in one aspect of this invention, 
there is provided a combination of a boat, an open 
topped bag permitting the passage of water 
through its sides and or bottom, and means mount- 
ing the bag to the boat with the bag depending 
. alternatively into the water outboard of the boat 
from its open top located above water level and 
itself outboard of the boat and depending inboard 
of the boat Preferred mounting means comprises a 
fixed socket let downwardly into the boat typically 
at or associated with its gunwhale, and a spigot 
means carrying the bag. 

Flexible material, typically of open work or net 
type, for the bag can depend from a frame holding 
its top open which frame extends from the mount- 
ing means, preferably to clear the rubbing streak 
on the freeboard of the boat 

In order to bring the bag and its contents 
inboard of the boat, the bag can be releasably 
mounted relative to the boat 

According to another aspect of this invention, 
there is provided an open-topped bag permitting 
water entry through sides and/or bottom in com- 
bination with a spigotted mount part by which the 
bag is releasably attachable to a socketed mount 
part for a boat, so as to be dropped in and lifted off 
in either of two orientations, one outboard with the 
bag depending into the water, the other inboard 
also with the bag depending therefrom. 

A net is readily threaded onto a peripheral 
frame, particularly one whose ends are releasably 
secured to the other mounting part, say as exten- 
sions from the net frame proper which can be 
engaged by securement means such as grub 
screws in the aforesaid block. 



It is further preferred that the bag be elongate 
and capable of being closed off selectively at var- 
ious lengths, as can be achieved by a rope or cord 
threaded through and round a tubular net. 
5 Specific implementation will now be described, 

by way of example with reference to the accom- 
panying drawing, in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of one embodiment; 
Figure 2 is a part-sectional end view of the 
w same embodiment and 

Figure 3 is a corresponding side view. 
In the drawing, a fragment of boat gunwhale. 
shown at 10 above freeboard 12, has an inboard 
ledge 14. The ledge 14 has a hole 16 to take a 
75 socket 18 of a mounting part 20 having a plate 22 
from which the socket 18 depends. The plate 22 
also has apertures 24A, 24B for fixing bolts 26A, 
26B also passing through holes 28A, 28B through 
the ledge 14 for clamping securement by nuts 30A, 
20 30B and washers 32A, 32B. It is preferred that 
heads of the bolts 26A, 26B are of countersunk 
screwdriver-engagement type, and the thickness of 
the plate 22 may also be let into the top of the 
gunwhale for neatness of appearance and finish. 
25 A storage bag 40 is shown dashed to indicate 

freedom for passage therethrough of water and is 
conveniently of net with a bottom closure cord 42 
threaded through and knotted at 44 then pulled 
tight to close off net and further knotted at 48. 
30 The bag 40 depends from a frame 48 shown 
as substantially rectangular, though other shapes 
could be used, and made from a bent-up length of 
rod bar or tube with ends together at 50 as an 
extension to the frame proper. A netting bag 40 
as can be threaded onto the frame 48 before its ends 
50 A, 50B are brought together at 50 or at least 
before those ends are secured in a block 52. Such 
securement is shown in parallel through-holes 54 A, 
54B (though they could be blind if preferred) and 
40 by way of grub screws 56A, 56B in cross bores 
58A, 58B. say of stiffen-key operated type. The 
ends of the frame 48 may be indented to aid 
location in the block 12. 

The block 52 is shown extending downwards 
45 from the frame mounting position (54A, 54B) and is 
a good but readily releasably loose fit as a spigot 
in the socket 18. The block is shown with a gen- 
erally rectangular section, in fact generally cuboid 
overall, but can be of any convenient non-circular 
so section (the socket 18 to match) and may be 
tapered for ease of fitting and lifting out 

It will be appreciated that the extension repre- 
sented by the ends of the frame at 50 can readily 
afford clearance of the gunwhale and the rubbing 
streak of the boat Indeed, that extension may be 
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adjustable in through-holes 54A, 54B and ends of 
the frame 48 may have spaced indentations for 
location at alternative extensions. Moreover, the 
cooperating mounting parts represented by the 
socket 18 and the block 52 extending therewith 5 
readily permit alternative mounting attitudes, one 
with the frame 48 and bag 40 outboard of the boat 
and the other with them inboard of the boat i.e. 
extending to either side of the gun whale 10. 

When to the outboard side of the gunwhale 10 w 
(as shown), the bag 40 should depend well below 
water level and be effectively closed off at a suit- 
able length along its tubular extent using the cord 
42. 

At least when positioned inboard of the boat, 75 
i.e. the frame 48.50 directed to the left rather than 
to the right in Figure 1, the frame 48 can usefully 
serve to carry a top or gutting board, which could 
have engagement means fixed to its underside to 
cooperate for location, even retention, purposes 20 
with that frame 48, say as a depending rib or ribs 
to fit inside or outside the frame 48, and/or to 
engage the extension 50. 

A second embodiment is shown in Figures 4 to 
10. A socketed mounting part 60. which can be of 25 
aluminium, say sand-cast or die-cast is for secure- 
ment in place by stainless steel screws 62 with 
related washers 64 and nuts 66. Socket aperture 68 
can be substantially centrally disposed in the fixing 
plate 70. Cheese head screws 62 and countersunk 30 
holes 72A.B in the plate 70 are preferred for a flush 
finish. A spigot mounting part 80 has a spigot 82 
depending from a head 84 and can also be of 
aluminium, say sand-cast or die-cast The head 84 
has parallel bores 86 A, 86B in one major face 84F 35 
for ends of net framing rod, and intersecting small- 
er bores 88A, 88B for fixings. Preferred fixings, see 
90. also entering registering holes, see 92. through 
the ends of the net framing rod. and are shown 
conveniently as being of split spring-sleeve type to 40 
require simple knocking into place. The bores 86A. 
86B and 88A. 88B are shown blind, which is dis- 
tinctly advantageous. 

Moreover, securement of ends of the frame 
past the spigot formation is advantageous parti cu- 45 
larty in avoiding undue stress where the frame exits 
the head. 

Preferred framing rod is of steel and has its 
ends bored for the aforesaid fixings 90 A, 90B, 
preferably in the head 84 and made at the same so 
time as bores 88A, 88B are made in the head 84, 
before spraying with protective coating material, 
typically of proprietary salt-air resistant epoxy type. 

Preferred netting is of knotless diamond mesh 
type, which hangs particularly well. Preferred finish- 55 
ing of the net (Figures 9 and 10) involves cord 
passing about top edges (100) overlook stitched in 
place (102) and down a joint (104) from top to 



bottom, then securing to doubled over banding 
(106) using double stiching (108A, 108B). with leav- 
ing frame rod accommodation between the turn of 
the banding (106) and the top cording (102) of the 
net A typical conventional frame size is about 18 
inches (say 45 cm) by 12 inches (say 30 cm). 



Claims 

1. Catch storage apparatus for fishing boats, 
comprising an open-topped bag permitting water 
entry through its sides and/or bottom in combina- 
tion with a mount part by which the bag is releas- 
able attachable to a boat with the bag alternately 
depending into the water outboard of the boat from 
its open top above the water and itself outboard of 
the boat or depending outward of the boat. 

2. Catch storage apparatus according to claim 
1 in further combination with a second mount part 
cooperating with said mount part and secured or 
securable to said boat. 

3. Catch storage apparatus according to claim 

2, wherein the second mount part is secured or 
securable to said boat gunwhale. 

4. Catch storage apparatus according to claim 

3, wherein the second mount part includes a socket 
let into the gunwhale top surface and the first 
mentioned mount mount part comprises a male 
part entrant said socket and liftable therefrom. 

5. Catch storage apparatus according to any 
preceding claim, wherein the bag is of open-work 
materia) attached to a frame serving as its open 
top. 

6. Catch storage apparatus according to claim— 

5, wherein the frame is bent-up from rod bar or 
tube, and said material is net threaded onto the 
frame. 

7. Catch storage apparatus according to claim 

6, wherein ends of said frame are parallel to each 
other and pass into holes in said mount part 

8. Catch storage apparatus according to claim 
6 or claim 7, wherein said net is tubular and has 
threaded therethrough at a desired position along 
its length a draw rope or cord for closure thereof to 
form the bottom of the bag. 

9. Catch storage apparatus according to any 
preceding claim, in further combination with a do- 
sure board or table fitted or capable of fitting to the 
(otherwise) open top of the bag. 

10. Catch storage apparatus substantially as 
herein described with reference to and as shown in 
the accompanying drawing. 
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